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I Introduction

HI my name is dan considine

Did you enjoy your summer? August hit a record temperature in Gunma of 40.9 (C. Everyone agrees that the earth is getting warmer,

Today I am going to talk about Global warming and what it might do the Tokyo area in 50 years. 

During these years you will get a job and raise a family  (use data and emotion…numbers and personal examples )
I will look at three areas

1) Temperatures

2) Water and

3) Disease

Lets look more closely at the idea of temperature

II Body

A. Temperatures

How hot is hot? The overall surface temperature of the earth has only gone up 0.5( C in the last 100 years. It seems little to us but scientists are very worried. 

The hottest 19 years that humans have measured have been since 1980----since you were born most of the hottest years have occurred. For you it might seem natural but your grandparents know it is hotter.

The important thing is that United Nations and World meteorological (weather) Organization believe the earth temperature will go up between 2.5 and 10.4 degrees by 2100.

Tokyo could have 45-50 ( C in summers, draught and severe storms.

High temperatures and no rain create forest fires.

Trees, and plants that grow in temperate climates like the Kanto area might die and be replaced by other types. Maybe rice will not grow!

Typhoons will become more frequent and stronger (more severe). 

We will need much more energy in summer to run the A/C.

Lets move on to water, our second point in global-warming’s effect on Tokyo in the next 50 years.

B. Water

There are two parts to talk about with water

i. Fresh water

Water and food keep us alive. Three days without fresh water and we die. All living things need water…our animals and plants that we eat.

The Kanto area could be flooded or it could become a desert. Japan is lucky to have lots of rain and fresh water but it could all change.

There is no doubt that “wars for water” will be part of your future and you will not take showers and baths like you do now. 

ii. Oceans

Ocean levels will go up as the polar ice melts.

In the last 100 years the oceans have gone up about 15 cm. The state of Massachusetts has lost over 3,500 hectares of its coastline!  Need personal examples that the audience can relate too (feel)

Scientists expect the seas to rise from 100cm to one meter in the next hundred years. That means by the time your kids are in college the Ginza and Maronouchi subways will be flooded and un-usable. The new developments near Tokyo bay will bed underwater (name them)

A one meter rise in the ocean level will mean the Hong Kong and Shanghai will be abandoned! Manhattan will be 25% underwater!

Our third and last point of discussion about Global warming and its effect on the Tokyo area in the next fifty years (repeat topic) is disease.

C. Disease

Warm weather can have both a good and bad influence on human health.

We know that when it is very cold our body’s resistance (ability to fight) against germs is low and we often get colds and influenza (flu). Many old and young people die because their bodies (systems) are weak, so warm winters might be good.

BUT, hot summers will let the tropical (hot climate) diseases like malaria and dengue fever thrive (nihongo word). More exotic viruses like Ebola and Nile river virus will also spread.

Malaria kills one million people each year. Mosquitoes carry it. Cold temperatures in the northern climates help to control mosquitoes. But they live all year long in warm areas.

Unknown bacteria and viruses will begin to spread around a warm world and maybe the plants and animals we eat will suffer the most.

In order to protect our plants we use pesticides (chemicals that kill germs) but these chemicals enter into our bodies and are harmful

III Summary/Conclusion


Today we talked about global warming and its influence on the Tokyo area in the next fifty to one hundred years. We looked at 

A. Temperatures

B. Water

C. Diseases

Summers and winters will be warmer, rainfall (fresh water) will great in some parts of the earth and little or none in others. Oceans will rise and cities near coasts, like Tokyo, will have problems, Diseases that are common in hot tropical areas of the earth will spread to the newly warming areas. New diseases will appear that will attack humans and the plants and animals we need for food.

In conclusion, you will have to think very carefully about your life’s decisions; your job, where you live being the most important. Today we live with the threat of terrorism and nuclear weapons. Tomorrow you will have big problems from mother nature!

